BSC1010C
Fundamentals of Biology I
 Fall 2017 CRN 11017
Instructor: Mrs. Kim Mancas 

E-mail: kmancas@valenciacollege.edu
REQUIRED TEXT:

Biology, Custom Edition Vol I Reece et. al., Pearson 
Custom Publishing

LABORATORY MATERIALS:

lab manual
Learning Supplements:

MasteringBiology. You will be required to register through Blackboard. Instructions will be given in class.
Blackboard and INTERNET ACCESS

Blackboard will be used for the lecture portion of this course. You will be able to access your grades, lab materials, lecture notes, animations, and homework for each unit on the site as well.  Announcements, links, and helpful information will also be posted on the Blackboard site, so visit it and check the Blackboard site and your email at least four times a week or more often. 

WITHDRAWL DEADLINE: November 10th
Per Valencia Policy 4-07 (Academic Progress, Course Attendance and Grades, and Withdrawals), a student who withdraws from class before the established deadline for a particular term will receive a grade of “W.”  A student is not permitted to withdraw after the withdrawal deadline.  A faculty member MAY withdraw a student up to the beginning of the final exam period for violation of the class attendance policy.  A student who is withdrawn by faculty for violation of the class attendance policy will receive a grade of “W.”  Any student who withdraws or is withdrawn from a class during a third or subsequent attempt in the same course will be assigned a grade of “F.”  For a complete policy and procedure overview on Valencia Policy 4-07 please go to: http://valenciacc.edu/generalcounsel/policydetail.cfm?RecordID=75
NO SHOWS:  

Class attendance is required beginning the first week of the term.  If you do not attend class during the first week you will be withdrawn from the class as a “no show.”  In this event, you will be billed for the class and a W will appear on your transcript for the course.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

BSC1010C is the first of two courses designed to meet the first year requirement in biology for students intending to major in many science or medical related fields.  It contains both a lecture and a laboratory component and is the equivalent of BSC2010C as taught in the Florida University system.  During this course, we will study some of the central themes of biology including: cellular chemistry, biochemistry, cell structure and function, cellular and organismal metabolism, cellular and organismal reproduction, inheritance, and molecular genetics.  This class is not limited to a human perspective and, therefore, examples and applications will extend to the entire living world.
The lab in an integral component of this course and is designed to reinforce and extend the course material within this setting.  The procedures of scientific inquiry will be heavily relied upon and the lab experience is an excellent way to accomplish many class objectives.  Although often taught in a collaborative, “hands-on” manner, you are individually responsible to know and be able to perform each lab.  Lab and lecture are designed to compliment each other and are not mutually exclusive of each other.
VALENCIA COMMUNITY COLLEGE CORE COMPETENCIES:

This course designed to provide you a foundation of biological understanding while fostering the development of learning skills.  It is built around the Valencia Community College competencies of THINK, VALUE, ACT, and COMMUNICATE.  More information regarding Valencia competencies and student policies, go to http://valenciacc.edu/pdf/studenthandbook.pdf.

GRADING SCALE:  

Your grade will be based on:

Testing Center Lecture Exam, 100 points each: 400 points total
1 In Class Cumulative Final Exam: 100 points

6 Homework assignments (5 points each): 30 points total

MasteringBiology Quizzes: 135 points total

2 Laboratory Practicals 
         Lab Practical 1: 50 points 

         Lab Practical 2: 50 points 
Attendance: 35 points total

Total Points 800
* Attendance: You will receive 2.5 point per lab. You must stay the whole lab in order to receive the points, and even if you have an excused absence, you can’t receive points for that lab. 

The final lecture exam is cumulative, however the lecture exams will cover only that material that has been presented since the last exam. You must take the Lecture Final Exam and the Laboratory Final Practical, failure to do so will earn you a grade of F.

You must also arrive on time for a Laboratory Practical. 
There are not make-up masteringbiology quizzes allowed.
Homework must be turned in lab on the due date. If you do have the Homework, you can turn it in to me via email at kmancas@valenciacollege.edu . If Homework is turned in via email though, automatically a point will be deducted.
The Grading Scale is based on a percentage of the 1100 points possible

90-100% = A

80 - 89% = B


70 - 79% = C


60 - 69% = D


    < 60% = F

*** Grades are NOT rounded up.***
GRADING POLICIES:  

Make-up exams will NOT generally be given. I UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES WILL HAVE A MAKE-UP EXAM FOR ANY LAB PRACTICAL
LATE WORK:  

NO late work is accepted in this course.  Please be sure to turn in assignments, on the day they are due as they will not be accepted any other time
ATTENDANCE:  

Your attendance for both the lab and the lecture online are expected and your responsibility.  Considering the nature and amount of material that will be covered in this course, it is important for your overall success to make every effort to attend each session as failing to do so will only increase the difficulty of this course.  If you do miss a lab, it is entirely your responsibility to discover and recover what occurred during your absence from a classmate.  Students missing 2 or more labs will be considered for withdrawal from the course .

STUDENT CONDUCT:  You are advised to read and understand Valencia’s policies concerning student conduct. You are expected to conduct yourself in a manner that is respectful of others and conducive to learning (i.e. arriving on time, be prepared to participate; respect everyone’s right to voice their opinion). Turn off all cell phones and pagers before entering class. If a cell phone is needed for an emergency situation, inform me before class.  Cheating of any form, including plagiarism, will not be tolerated, and carries the risk of failing the course and expulsion from the college in accordance with college policy. Unless otherwise stated, you are expected to complete assignments independently. 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:  If you qualify for academic accommodations, you must provide a letter from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with me, preferably during the first week of class. The Office of Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities.

CAUTION:

Occasionally, the laboratory experience will involve the use of equipment or materials that may be hazardous if handled incorrectly.  You will be instructed how to conduct yourselves on these days.  If you fail to follow the instructions and procedures, you assume all personal risks and liabilities.  You may be asked to leave if you do not comply with the safety guidelines.  This will result in the loss of points associated with that day’s lab and continued non-compliance may result in your being withdrawn from the course.
QUIZZES:  

Remember, no late quizzes accepted and no makeup quizzes (Both online and in class lab quizzes).  You must have a good internet connection when taking a quiz. If your signal fails you will lose access to the quiz and only the answers you saved will be graded.
CAUTION:

Occasionally, the laboratory experience will involve the use of equipment or materials that may be hazardous if handled incorrectly.  You will be instructed how to conduct yourselves on these days.  If you fail to follow the instructions and procedures, you assume all personal risks and liabilities.  You may be asked to leave if you do not comply with the safety guidelines.  This will result in the loss of points associated with that day’s lab and continued non-compliance may result in your being withdrawn from the course.
Tracking Your Grades

You are responsible for keeping track of your assignments and grades. Proof is required when there is a discrepancy. Without proof, the grades in my grade book will be final. 

ASSIGNMENTS:

Failure to complete any of the following assignments may result in a failing grade at the end of the semester.  All lecture and laboratory exams will cover only the material presented since the previous exam. The final exam will be comprehensive. However, information and understanding from previous lectures and laboratories may be required to answer questions on later exams.

Laboratory Practical Exam will consist of short answer questions. This exam will test your understanding of the labs.  YOU MUST BE IN ATTENDANCE AT THE SPECIFIED DATE AND TIME OF THE LAB PRACTICAL. NO MAKE-UP LABORATORY EXAMS WILL BE GIVEN.

HOW TO SUCCEED IN THIS CLASS

ONLINE LECTURE SECTION:

• DO NOT ASSUME THAT BECAUSE THIS COURSE IS ONLINE THAT IT IS GOING TO BE EASY. Biology is one of the challenging courses in the catalog, and the online section is even more challenging because much of the work is independent study. If you wish to achieve a good grade, you will need to put in the time and effort to earn one.

• BE AWARE OF DEADLINES. The deadlines for assignments, quizzes, exams, and lab-write ups are FIRM. I will not chase you down to have you turn something in. If you miss a deadline, you will get a zero on that assignment.

• CHECK THE SITE OFTEN. I post announcements and send emails to the class regularly. Make the time 2 or 3 times a week to check Blackboard for updates and information, as well as to complete exams, assignments, and post to the discussion board.

• BREAK YOUR STUDY SESSIONS INTO TWO PARTS. Most of this material will be new to you, so set aside time to review the material for the “first time” as you would in a regular in-course lecture, then go back and review the material a second (or third or fourth or fifth) time as you would normally review for a regular course. Remember that to achieve success in any course you need to spend 3– 4 hours studying outside class for every hour you spend in lecture. If you assume 3 hours for a normal in-class lecture, that adds up to 9 – 12 hours of study time a week for just the lecture portion of this course.  (I know that may sound crazy, but it is what you will have to do to succeed in this course)

• DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO TURN IN ASSIGNMENTS OR START EXAMS! Unforeseen technical difficulties may impede your ability to turn in an assignment or take an exam – plan accordingly. I will not allow you to retake any quizzes online due to technical difficulties.
• FORM A STUDY GROUP. You will achieve greater success in this course if you can spend time reviewing with another person or group of students.

IN LAB:

• NEVER MISS LAB! Missing even one lab means missing valuable hands-on learning and

understanding of laboratory procedures as well as explanations of the lab itself. Make every effort to attend EVERY LAB READ THE LAB MANUAL BEFORE COMING TO LAB. This will help you get a preview of what we will be doing in lab that day. 

WORK TOGETHER AS A GROUP. You will have to work with other people no matter what profession you enter, so learn to get along with the people in your lab group and work together to accomplish the goals of the lab. Help each other if you have problems.

TAKE YOUR TIME. Don’t rush through the lab procedure. We have plenty of time to accomplish all of the objectives in the lab in the time we are allotted. If you finish the lab early, take time to go over the lab questions and start on your write-up.

ASK QUESTIONS. If there is something you don’t understand, or if you can’t find something under the microscope, ask!

In order to academically maintain financial aid, students must meet all of the following 
requirements:

· Complete 67% of all classes attempted, and 

· Maintain a Valencia GPA of 2.0 or higher, and

· Maintain an overall GPA of 2.0 or higher, and 

· Complete  degree within the 150% timeframe

Detailed information about maintaining satisfactory academic progress (SAP) can be found at: http://valenciacollege.edu/finaid/satisfactory_progress.cfm 

For a complete policy and procedure overview on Valencia Policy 4-07 please got to:  

http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policy/default.cfm?policyID=75&volumeID_1=4&navst=0
Baycare Behavioral Health’s Student Assistance Program

“Valencia is committed to making sure all our students have a rewarding and successful college experience.  To that purpose, Valencia students can get immediate help that may assist them with psychological issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, time management as well as relationship problems dealing with school, home or work.  Students have 24 hour unlimited access to the Baycare Behavioral Health’s confidential student assistance program phone counseling services by calling (800) 878-5470.  Three free confidential face-to-face counseling sessions are also available to students.”
	Friday
	Saturday

	September 1st

Lab 1: The Scientific Method: Reaction Times
	September 2nd
Quiz 1 MasteringBiology (Chapter 1)


	September 8th

Lab 2: Atoms and Molecules
Homework 1:Chapters 2,3


	September 9th

Quiz 2 MasteringBiology (Chapter 2)
Quiz 3: MasteringBiology (Chapter 3)


	September 15th
Lab 3: Use of the Microscope 

 
	September 16th

(Exam 1 part A, Chapters 1-3)

	September 22nd

Lab 4: The Cell
Homework 2: (Chapters 4,5)


	September 23th

Quiz 4: MasteringBiology (Chapter 4)

Quiz 5: MasteringBiology

(Chapter 5)


	September 29th

Lab 5: Diffusion I


	September 30th

(Exam 1 part B, Chapters 4-5)



	October 6th

Lab 6: Diffusion II

Homework 3: (Chapters 6, 7)


	October 7th
Quiz 6: MasteringBiology (Chapter 6)
Quiz 7: MasteringBiology (Chapter 7)


	October 13th

Lab Practical I
	October 14th


	October 20th
Lab 7: Enzymes


	October 21st

Quiz 8: MasteringBiology (Chapter 8)

(Exam 2, Chapters 6, 7)



	October 27th

Lab 8: Respiration
Homework 4 (Chapter 8 and 9)

	October 28th

Quiz 9: MasteringBiology (Chapter 9)


	November 3rd

Lab 9: Photosynthesis
Homework 5 (Chapter10)


	November 4th
Quiz 10: MasteringBiology (Chapter 10)

(Exam 3 part A, Chapter 8 and 9)


	November 10th
Lab 10: Mitosis and Meiosis
Homework 6 (Chapters 12, 13)

	November 11th
Quiz 11: MasteringBiology (Chapter 12)

Quiz 12: MasteringBiology (Chapter 13)

	November 17th
Lab 11: Mendelian Genetics
 
	November 18th
(Exam 3 part B, Chapter 9 and 10)

	November 24thth
Thanksgiving Break


	November 25th

Thanksgiving Break

	December 1st 

Lab 12: Human Phenotype

Quiz 13: MasteringBiology (Chapter 14)

 Quiz 14: MasteringBiology (Chapter 15)

 
	December 2nd

Quiz 15: MasteringBiology (Chapter 16)

Quiz 16: MasteringBiology (Chapter 17))

(Exam 4 part A, Chapters 12-13)



	Friday
	Saturday

	December 8th

Final Lab Practical (labs 7-12)

	December 9th

(Exam 4 part B, Chapters 14-15)


	December 15th

Final Cumulative Exam (comprehensive)
	


